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Oudinot's force suffered a reverse at the hands
t)f the republicans outside Rome. This caused
a reaction in France. National pride absorbed all
other sentiments, and the nation rallied behind
its President in anxiety to retrieve the national
^honour by victory. Thus his popularity with the
army was enhanced, whilst his reputation with
the parties of the Left was retrieved by the publi-
cation of a letter in which he demanded liberal
reforms in Rome, declaring that " the Republic
did not send an army to stamp out Italian liberty
in that city."

His struggle with the politicians was now to
begin. Republican leaders like Cavaignac, and
monarchists such as Thiers, were becoming openly
aggressive. One by one, the leaders who had
helped him into the filys^e in the belief that he
would prove their minion broke away into bitter
opposition on discovering that he was a man of
ability and determination with views and a will
of his own. The Assembly, in the main conserva-
tive, was alarmed at the tide of socialist success
in the by-elections, and indignant at the demo-
cratic and liberal leanings of the President. No
longer was the Chamber complacent When
Louis Napoleon proposed an amnesty for all
those convicted of participating in the disorders
of June 1848, it twice refused. Odilon Barrot was
dismissed, and during the next two years the